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HAMA N's Deſerved E N D. 


R 
S ERM O 


N 


Preach'd in the | 


| HIGH CHURCH 
EDINBURGH 


AT THE 


Election of Magiſtrates 


For the Year enſuing. 
FROM 


ESTHER iv. 13, 14. | 
Then Mordecai commanded to anſwer Eſther, 
| Think not with thyſelf that thou ſhalt eſcape in 
the King's Houſe, more than all the Fews. 
For if thou altogether holdeft thy Peace at this Time, 
then ſhall there Enlargement and Deliverance a- 
riſe to the Fews from another Place, but thou 
and thy Father*s Houſe ſhall be deſtroyed : And 
who knoweth whether thou art come to the King- 
dom for ſuch a Time as this ? 


By AI} BIR, M. A. 


— — 


a L O N D O N: | 
| Printed for T. Roß iIxs, in Fleetftreet. 1740. 
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ESTHER iv. 13, 14. 


Then Mordecai commanded to anſwer 
Eftter, Think not with thyſelf that 
thou ſhalt eſcape in the King's Houſe, 
more than all the Fews. | 

For if thou altogether holdeſt thy Peace 
at this Time, then ſhall there En- 
largement and Deliverance ariſe to 

the Fews from another Place, but 
thou and thy Father's Houſe fhall be 
defiroyed : And who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the Kingdom for 
uch a Time as this? 


HE Power and Authority which 
is delegated from a Prince to a 
Subject, as it is of the utmoft 


wer makes an ill Uſe of it, the 

baneful Venom ſpreads itſelf thro? 

all the Sinews of the Common Wealth, and cor- 

rupts the whole Maſs of Politicks; Hiſtory both 

ſacred and prophane is replete with Inſtances of 

Suhjects, who after having roſe to the * 
| ITC 


wi Concern to the one, ſo if the o- 


— ny re 


— —— errno =— 
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[ Pitch of Honour which their Sovereigns could 
exalt them unto, have abus'd the Grace that has 
been ſhewn them, deviated from the firſt Princi- 
ples which they made uſe of to ingratiate them- 
ſelves with the King and the People, and from 
the moſt ſeeming and beneficent Patrons of their 
Fellow Subjects, they become a Scourge and Ter- 
ror to the Inhabitants of the Country they dwell 
in, *all their Meaſure of Iniquity is full, and the 
Lord roots them from the Face of the Earth. 


Rr *. , — — *. — Ä —— Fs we 
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TAE Honour and Glory of being the Fa- 
vourite of a great and powerful Prince can in no 
wiſe compenſate the Danger thereof : Courts are 
ſlippery Places where even the juſteſt Man can 
ſcarcely walk upright; Power is intoxicating ; ; 
and thoſe that ſwallow large Draughts of it, loſe 
their Underſtanding, their Feet fail them, and 
they fall down, and are dafh'd to Pieces: Diſſi- 
mulation muſt neceſſarily attend Ambition, and 
tho? we may have frequently obſerv'd that Villa- 
ny and Ambition have lorded it with their full 
Swing for a conſiderable Time, yet on the other 
Hand, if we examine carefully, arid take off the 
falſe Gloſs and Gilding that Riches and Domini- 
on are apt to throw upon proſperous Vice, we 
ſhall find, that the Man who mounts to Gran- 
deur on the firm Baſis of Truth and Virtue ſtands 
more ſecure than thoſe who make Ambition the 
Sole of all their Actions, and every Thing elſe 
ſubſervient to that alone. How cautious then 
ſhould Monarchs be whom they ſelect for their 
Favourites? And how indifferent ſhould Subjects 
be, whether they partake ſuch an Honour or not, 
ſince it makes them liable to the darkeſt Conſpi- 
racies, _—y and III Will of their Fellow Sub- 


. | 
How 


- 
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How fickle and wavering is Court Favour ! 
The Vane that one Day points to that Part of 
the Compaſs, which blows a Gale of Proſperity 
to waft the Adventurer to the Iſland of Repoſe 
and Pleaſure, the next Day may veer about and 
ſhipwreck him on the Rocks and Quickſands 
of Diſgrace and Infamy, and while he vainly 
imagines that his Veſſel is riding triumphantly 
to its defir*d Port, fome Shelve unſeen, ſome un- 
expected Whirlpool draws him in, and he is loſt 
for ever, His villanous Arts which he hath with 
too much Succeſs practis'd upon others are with 
double Fury retorted on himſelf, the Honours 
which his Vainglory were preparing for himſelf 
he ſees beſtow'd on his Opponent, and the Snare 
he had laid to catch his virtuous Enemy, 1s made 
a Net for him, himſelf: Nay, when he has gone 
ſo far as to doom his Antagoniſt to Death, and 
by his baſe and finiſter Deſigns, has ſo far abu- 
ſed the Royal Ear as to ſign that Doom, and in 
the very Inſolence of Power has even made rea- 
day the Tortures he deſigns him for, how often 
do we ſee that the gracious and ever-wakeful Eye 
of Providence baffles his deſtructive Projects, ex- 
alts his Enemy who is only ſo becauſe of his 
Vices, reduces the proud Favourite to the loweſt 
Ebb, and even makes him fall beneath the Ax 
he had lifted for the other, and meet the more 
contemptuous Death his Malice had invented, 


and hang on the Gallows he had rais'd, his juſt 
and moſt deſerved End, 


Wr have Inſtances of this Kind that daily 
occur to us, but as none can be more remarka- 
ble than that for which we have the Sanction of 


Sacred Authority, I ſhall not take up your Time 
| in 


bo Subject I have pitch'᷑d on for this Day. 


8 Haman's- Deſerved End. 


in 2 any, but go immediately to the Sub- 
ject, of which my Text is a Part. In diſcour- 
fing of which 1 ſhall confine den to theſe three 

Particulars. 


I. Tyar a King, who is a great and power- 
ful King ſhould be cautious in the Choice of 
his Favourites; that Gratitude ſhould bind 
him, not to heed the Flattery, or Falſchoods, 
of Sycophants, but that true Merit, like Stan- 
dard Gold, ſhould mark the Man on whom 
he ſhould fix the Royal Stamp of Grandeur. 


* Tran every Subject, notwithſtanding he 
may be injur'd by the falſe Repreſentations of 
artful Favourites, fhould' ftill perſiſt in his 
Duty to his King, and ſhew his juſt and ho- 
neſt Reſeutment, by W to remove 
ſo pernicious an Animal from near the Royal 
Throne, and bring him to his deſerved End. 


III. Tra in order to effect ſo ener; a 
Piece of Juſtice, no Pains are to be ſpar'd, 
Truth is to be laid down in the moſt preſ- 
ſing and earneſt Manner; for if one ſees his 
Country ſuffer, and tacitly bears with ſuch Op- 
preſſion, he is himſelf 10 be deem'd a Party 
concern'd: To ſuch an one, it ſhould be ſaid, 
Think not with thyſelf tbat thou ſhalt eſcape i in the 
King's Houſe, more than all the "Jews. 


I 7 will not be amiſs, as a proper Tateoduc- 
gon to the firſt Head, to take a Review of the 
ry of - Efber, and the "firſt Riſe of Zaman, 


As Haman and Mordecai afford us a perfect Ac- 


count of a dad and mn dos one drunk 


with 
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with Power, ſwelling with Eayy, aiming to de: 
ftroy the Man who had fav'd the King's Life, 
the other ſitting in humble Weeds — 15 that 
he had done his Duty, and deſpiſing the Inſo- 
tence of his Enemy Haman, till rand by res 
peated Injuries — Inſults, he at laſt attacks 
Haman, turns his own Cruelties on himſelf, and 
has him and his Sons (who doubtleſs had been 
Partakers in their Father's Rapine) executed on 
the very Gallows they had erected for Mordecai, 
the Preferver of the King's Life, and conſes 
quently in; Fact his ſecond Father. 


And bre il will not be amiſs to remark; 
That tho* Luſt is of all Things the moſt de- 
ſtructive Vice in a King, in this Caſe it was 
Ert ſubſervient to the Hove of a diſtreſſed 
- Abaſuerus was, at that Time, a _ moſt 
— Monarch, he .reign'd over a great Num- 
2 of Provinces, and to ſhew his Magnificence, 
in the third Year of his Reign, he made a great 
Feaſt unto all the Princes and Servants, the Pow- 
er of Media and Pena. In this Feaſt, he ſhew- 
ed to them the Riches of his Kingdom, and his 
Court made the moſt ſplendid Appearance for an 
Hundred and Fourſcore Days together : All his 
Treaſure was diſplay d, his Gardens were dreſs'd 
up in the moſt elegant Manner to entertain them; 
2 Jubilee was proclaim'd, and a Feaſt was made 
unto all the People that were preſent in Shuſban, 
the Palace, both unto great and ſmall, ſeven 
Days, in the Court of the Garden of the King's 
Palace This Feaſt was conducted ſuitable to 
the Oriental Grandeur 3 the Hangings round a- 
bout were, of. the richeſt that could be, of vari- 
ous Colours, threaded with Cords of, Gold. And 
thus upon: theſe: ths 3 .did they indulge them. 
{ſelves 


to Haman's Deſerved End. 


felyes in all Manner of Luxury ; for abſolute 
Princes and Tyrants, who know no Bounds to 
their Power, take Delight in indulging them- 
ſelves in all Manner of Licentiouſneſs. As the 
King led the Way, no Wonder if all his Princes 
and Nobles follow'd his Example. The Sacred 
Hiſtory tells us, that Vaſbti, the Queen, made 
alſo a Feaſt to entertain the Ladies of the. Pa- 
lace; but this Feaſt, as all ſuch licentious Orgies 
are, was attended with fatal Conſequences to 
Vaſhti, and Haman, tho' it was a Means of rai- 
ſing E/her to the Royal Bed, and Imperial Dig- 
nity, For on the fourth Day of the Feaſt, when 
the King's Heart was merry with Wine, he or- 
der*d the Chamberlains, that attended him, to 
bring the Qucen in her Robes to the Banquet: 

Prudence and Modeſty, any one may reaſonabl 

imagine, occaſion*d her to ſend back a Refuſal. 

No Regard was had to the Immodeſty which 
muſt have attended ſuch an Action. When an 
abſolute Monarch commands, be his Orders e- 
ver ſo unreaſonable they muſt be obey*d, and 
the unfortunate Queen was upon this doom'd to 
Exile, by the Advice of his Counſellor Memu- 
can, leſt it ſhould ſet an ill Example to others. 
But this Decree was the Occaſion of Efther*s Pre- 
ferment, and the Advancement of the Fews, for 
when the King's Wrath was appeas'd, his pam- 
per'd Appetites got the better of him, and there 
were fair Virgins ſought for the King, and com- 
mitted to the Cuſtody of Hegai, in order for the 
laſcivious Monarch to chuſe one, whom he ſhould 
moſt delight in, to be his Queen, in the Room 
of Vaſbti. Mordecai, who had long beheld the 
Afflictions of his People with Sorrow, imagin'd 
and not vainly, as the Event afterwards ſhew'd, 

that probably the Prauty of Eſther * be a 
ucky 


' 
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lucky Snare to catch the Affections of he amo- 
rous King, and reſtore the Fews to their former 


Privileges. Accordingly, when the appointed, 


Time came of her being preſented to the King, 


we are inform'd, that the King lov'd Efther a- 


bove all the Women, for ſhe obtain*d Grace and 


Favour in his Sight more than all the Virgins; 
ſo that he ſet the Royal Crown upon her Head, 
and made her Queen inſtead of Vaſbti; during 
theſe Tranſactions, Mordecai, who was never idle 
in his Country's Cauſe, happening to be near the 
Gate of the Palace, heard Bigiban and Tereſb, 
two of the King's Chamberlains, not only ex- 
preſs themſelves very diſreſpectfully of their Mo- 
narch, but even vow that they would take away 
his Life; Mordecai, like a good Subject thought 
it a Duty incumbent on him to protect to the 
utmoſt of his Power, the Government under 
which Providence had thrown him, and accor- 
dingly acquaints Efther with the Conſpiracy. By 
this Means, Efther imagin'd ſhe had now an Op- 
portunity of making, not only Mordecai amends 
for all the tender Care he had taken of her in her 
Infancy, by certifying the King of it in Morde- 
cai's Name, but likewiſe to procure Favour for 
the Fews in general, when it ſhould come to be 

own, that he was of that Nation, and accor- 
dingly when the King came to enquire into the 
Matter it was found out, and the two Conſpira- 
tors met with a Puniſhment due to their Crime, 
and were hang'd; Mordecai, notwithſtanding 
this ſignal Piece of Service was not then reward- 
ed any further, than by the Honour of having 
it recorded, that he had ſav'd the King's Life, 


Ar r ER theſe Things, the King promoted 
Haman to great Power fa Rule: And as we do 
2 ä not 
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not read of him among the Princes who were af. 
ſembled, when Vaßii was deposd, we may rea- 
ſonably imagine, that he role from ſome mean 
and obſcure Origin, it being remarkable, that 
Favourites, exalted from the lowet Claſs of the 
People, ate more jmpettious in their Purſuits af= 
ter Ambition, than thoſe who were born to 
Grandeur, This leads us to reflect, how much 
thoſe Princes are to bt pitied, who ſeduc'd by 
Flattery, or other ſpecious Pretences, ſet up 
thoſe over the Heads of Princes and great Men, 
who are unworthy of ſuch Honour, Thus Ha- 
man was advanc'd, and ſet above all rhe Princes 
that were with him. And all the King's Ser- 
vants, that were in the Gate, bow'd and reve- 
renc'd Haman, for the King had ſo commanded 
12 75 And here arofe the Grudge between 

Lordecai and Haman, for notwithſtanding his 
Homage that was paid him, and this Formality 
with which they reverehnc?d” him, Mordecat be- 
held the ſuppliant Slaves bow to him, without 
any Concern ; but Mordecai bow*'d not, nor did 
him reverence : He could not bear to fee ſuch 
Bendings and Kneelings to one, who, neither by 


Birth, or Merit, could deſerve it, his honeſt 


Soul was ſhock'd at it, he Taw Adorations, which 
was due only to the great God, the ſupreme Be- 
ing of the Univerſe, paid to a Mite of his Cre- 
ation, Let others cringe as they pleaſe, ſays he 
to himſelf, I will not bow, nor do him Reve- 
tence. The Infofenice of Power while in Proſ- 
perity will always find Creatures to ctinge to it 
nd ſupport it, But ſoon as It begins to fall of 
ae the firſt to deſert it: Some of theſe, who 
were in the King's Gate, ſaid unto Mordecai, 
Why tranſgreſſeſt thou the King's Command- 
ment? Every honeſt reſolute Man, who Was 
n 8 „ * N heart y 
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hearty and true to the Intereſt of the Governy 
ment, would have replied, as doubtleſs Mordecai 
did, That tho' he had all the Deference and 
Regard in the World to the King's Command- 
ment, yer that if the King wis deceivid by the 
falſe Gloſſes and Colours of thoſe about him, no 
true Sybje&t was oblig'd to affiſt that Fallacy by 
joining in the tidiculous Ceremony, but on the 
contraty was oblig'd, by the Duty he ow'd the 
King, if he had it in his Power, to diſabuſe him, 
and Jet him know, how much that Man had im- 
poſed on him. When the Tools of Haman had 
er a long Time queſtionꝭd Mordecui, why he 
paid no more Reſpe& to Haman, and meeting 
ſtill with the fame Repulſe, or that he was even 
ſometinits To keedleſs of it that he gave no Ear 
to them, he hearken'd not to it, they went to 
Haman, and perſwaded him to put him to the 
Trial, for he had told them that he was a Few. 
This added to the Diſreſpect that Moyderas had 
ſhew'd Human, and incens'd him. When Ha. 
man ſaw that Morderai bow*d not, nor did him 
Reverence, he was full of Wrath; nothing 
could mote mortify the Pride of one blown up 
like Haman, than not paying him the Homage 
he thoughr'to be his Due : His Arrogance car- 
ried him fo far that he fancied the Affront to be 
of ſo high a Nature that Mordecui's Life alone 
was not ſufficient to atone for it, nothing leſs * 
than the Extirpation of the whole Se& of. the 
Fews, would fatisfy his Revenge, for he knew 
that AMordecat was a Few, and therefore the 
whole Nation ſhould feel his Reſentment, for the 
Neglect of one of them doing what he thonght _ 


kis Duty. k 
Fro 3 9 


— 


- 3 
* K * 
1 2 


is 
4 
} 
* 
1 
N * 
1 
5 
. 
* 
4 
- 
3 
. 
. 
7 
1 
o 
Y 
* 
FF 
1 
: 
21 
Fo 
. 
2 
7 
10 
4 I 
4 
4 1 


— — Nr r 
— * "7 „ * *. bh - - 
o K 4 F - 


14 Hamann Deſerved End. 


Ax this ſhews how unfit Haman was for 
this high Office, to which Abaſuerus had rais'd 
him, that Magiſtrate muſt be very unfit to ad- 
miniſter Juſtice, who, for one Man's Offence, 
would condemn all his Family, or that Favou- 
rite unworthy of Regard, who for one Man's 
deſpiſing his Vanity and Oſtentation, would mur- 
der. Thouſands of innocent People. However, 
this was the Caſe between Mordecai and Haman, 
and Haman proceeded ſo far that he caſt Lots 
for the Lives of the ems; and in order to give 
his Barbarity a Sanction, and proſtitute the Ro- 
yal Authority to connive at Murder, he goes to 
the King, and by. artful Inſinuations perſwades 
him, that there are certain People ſcatter'd and 
diſpers*d abroad amongſt the Nations, in all the 
Provinces of the Kingdom, that their Laws 
were different from the eftabliſh's Laws of the 
Land, neither did they mind the King's Orders, 
or Decrees, and that it was not the King's Inte- 
reſt to ſuffer. them. Thus did this F avourite of 
the King calumniate and aſperſe the poor Fews, 
but perhaps finding that his malicious Inſinua- 
tions could not prevail with the King to gratify 
his wicked Deſigns, and knowing his Maſter's 
avaritious Temper, he offers to make a Pur- 
chaſe. of their Blood, and if the King would ler 
it be written, that they might be deſtroy'd, he 
would pay Ten Thauſand Talents of Silver, to the 
Hands. of . thoſe that were to deſtroy them, to 
carry. it into the King's Treafuries ; The credu- 
lous King, like many à poor deluded Monarch 
fince, readily believes all he ſays, and took his 
Signet from his Finger, as a Token to deſtroy 
the Jews; nay, ſo much had he irritated the 


King, by the Suggeſtions and Inſinuations he 
Nas 
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had made uſe of, that the King deſir'd nothing 
more than the Deſtruction of them; for he ſaid 
to Haman, The Silver is thine, the People alſo to 
do with them as it ſeemeth good to thee. With 
what Horror muſt we reflect, when we conſider 
what fatal Conſequences ſince thoſe Times have 
attended Princes making raſh Reſolves before 
they have well weigh'd what they are about. 
And when their Officers will be brib*d with a 
Sum ef Money to betray any whom they may 
have the leaſt Pique againſt, to their Ruin ? How 
unhappy muſt the Nation be that is rul'd by ſuch 
a Sett of Goyernors: Where Kings can never 
ſee with their own Eyes, but are oblig*d to judge 
of every Thing as it is repreſented to them by 
others, through what falſe Opticks do they be- 
hold the World, and in what wrong Lights muſt 
they view Mankind? 


HAM Ax, by enjoying the King's Favour, 
was become the Minion of Power, as I have ob- 
ſery*d before, all the King's Servants bow*d to 
him, as he paſs'd in and out at the Gate, Mor- 
decai alone refus'd it: After Haman had there- 
fore got the King's Signet, no Wonder if the 
Scribes, or Secretaries, were obedient to his Com- 
mand. As Haman had conſulted and contriv'd 
the Miſchief, they were willing to oblige the 
Favourite, and to propagate it to the utmoſt of 
their Ability. Accordingly, they fate down and 
wrote as he dictated unto them, according to all 
that he commanded them faith the Holy Writ. 
This teaches us, that whatever Kings entruſt to 
their Servants, if it is wrong they themſelves are 
anſwerable for it, as much as the moſt menial 
Slave they employ; Haman was entruſted with 
the Signet, and we have had ſeveral Inſtances of 

15 : the 
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the ill Effects of repoſing ſo entire a Confidence 
in one Man. In a Multitude of Counſellours 
there wanteth not Safety, ſaith the Wiſe Many 
but here we find, that Abaſuerus repos'd his 
whole Truſt in Haman, he ſeem'd to be a Prince 
devoted to his Pleaſures. At firſt, indeed, in 
his Feaſts, we find him conſorting himſelf with 
the Princes of the Empire. They partake of 
his Entertainments, and doubtleſs might ſome- 
times blend uſeful Advice wit their more relax- 
ed Pleaſures; but ſoan as Haman was advanc'd, 

we find, that he held no Converſation with the 
others, the Favourite and his Seraglio engroſs'd 
all his Hours; ſo thorough a Poſſeſſion had he 
got of his Maſter's Paſſions that he but requir*d 
him blindly upon his Information to grant him 
his Signet to murder à whole Set of People in 
cool Blood, and without Thought he granted it 
him immediately! © Haman no ſooner obtain'd it 
but his Emiſfaries were at work immediately; 

they not only wrote what he commanded chem, 
but they diftributed their bloody Mandates thro' 
all the Nation: Haman had his truſty Meſſen- 
gers diſpatch'd, who circulated them in a proper 
Channel, and convey*d them to the King's Lieu- 
tenants, and to the Governors that were over e- 
very Province, and to the Rulers of the People 
of every Province, according to the Writing 
thereof. And to every People, after their Lan- 
guage, in the Name of King Waſuerus was it 
written, and ſeal'd with the King's Ring. When 
wicked Men, like Haman, are inveſted with ſuch 
abſolute Authority, how indefatigable are ſuch 
Sort of Scribes to ſerve him: No Time was 
loſt, the Letters were ſent by the Poſts into all 
the King's Provinces, to deſtroy, to kill, and to 
cauſe to periſh all the cus, both young 8 
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old, little Children and Women, in one Day, 
and to take the Spoil of them for a Prey. The 
Copy of the Writing of the Commandment to 
be given in every Province was publiſh'd unto 
all People that they ſhould be ready againſt that 

ay. What can we infer from this, but that 
the People whoſe Shepherds aſſiſt the Wolves to 
devour them muſt ſurely be in a wretched Con- 
dition. Thoſe very Officers, who were original- 
ly deſign'd for their Safeguard and Protection, 
are by the deſigning Miniſter made the Tools of 
his Malice, and the only Means of deſtroying 
thoſe whom they perhaps were bound by Oarh 
to defend from all Inſults. The Method of In- 
telligence between Friend and Friend, which in 
the Ties of Society ought to be held inviolate, 
was perverted to this baſe Uſe, and all to grati- 
iy the Malice and Ambition of one Man. The 

oſts went out being haften'd by the King's 
Commandment, and the Decree was given in 
Sbuſban, the Palace. And to ſhew how one De- 
gree of Wickedneſs leads a_ Man on to another, 
no ſogner was this fatal Decree paſs*d, then with- 
out any Concern at the Miſchief he had been 
confulting, the Sacred Text informs us, that the 
King and Zaman fat down to drink; Haman 
imagining perhaps, like others of the fame Stamp 
ſince have done, that if he could intoxicate his 
Maſter's Senſes, and keep him from ſeeing with 
his own Eyes, that aone about the Court would 
be preſumptuous enough to inform the King of 
the real Truth. And further we are to remark, 
that the Prince muſt- be more wretched than any 
of his Subjects, who, immur'd in his Palace, 
hears nothing but from a Circle of, Flatterers. 
For we even find, that tho? the Decree was paſ- 
ſed in the Palace of Sbuſban, who doubtleſs re- 
| i * joic'd 
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Joic'd at it, yet the City of Shuſhan was per- 
plex'd. 
K 1NGs however they may oppreſs People 
are liable to be calld to Account by their Sub- 
jects: And what a melancholy Situation are they 
in when they truſt to their Subjects? By that Ex- 
pedient they ſet their Regal Authority aſide, de- 
viate from the Command they ought to exerciſe 
over thoſe whom by their Station in Life they 
are appointed to be Superiors. And Miniſters 
when they think themſelves the moſt ſecure are 
the moſt liable to Danger; the People whom 
they have defpis'd may riſe againſt them. This 


mos that when a Man begins to be aggrandiz'd 


ought in a peculiar Manner to be cantious of 
what Steps he takes: The King 1s blameable for 
nothing, but his Favourite is, whatever is amiſs 
is imputed to him, and however he may palliate 
the Faults of others, he alone is culpable. 


However fecure he may think himſelf, 
how much foeyer he may depend upon the Fa- 
vour of his Maſter, or the Grandeur he may 
have affum'd thro? his Indulgence, to preſerve 
him, yet know that an injur'd People will ſpeak, 
and whatever Haman might pretend, neither he 
nor Abaſuerus were ſafe from an enrag*d and in- 
ſulted People. If their Senſes had not been 
quite loſt, had not the Subjects been blinded by 
the falſe Gaandeur and Appearance of Hamas, it 
might have told them that Mordecai, tho“ dif- 
grac'd was the Man that ſav'd the King's Life. 


Bor Mordecai perceiving the Steps they were 
taking, and knowing in his own Conſcience he 
could not agree with their Meaſures, entirely a- 
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lienated himſelf from them: He was ſorry for 
the Proceedings they had taken, and as a Token 
of Lamentation and Sorrow he rent his Cloaths, 
to ſhew (according to the Cuſtom of the Fews, ) 
who were then look'd upon as a diſaffected Peo- 
ple, he put on Sackcloth and Aſhes, he ſcorn'd 
the Trappings of Power, he deſpis'd the Robes 
of Grandeur, .the paultry Pageants of Iniquity, 
but was content with the humble Dreſs of his 
Anceſtqrs, and reſerv'd the Merit of the Man 
extracted from Appearance, he went out into the 
Midſt of the City, and cried with a loud and 
bitter Cry, Esther iv. 1. 


Wu rn Oppreſſion prevails in one Part of 
the Kingdom, as it did in the Palace of Sbußban, 
Mordecai could not expect any Redreſs from 
thence. He went into the Go, he appeal'd to 
the People: He here ſhew'd a generous Spirit, 
he not only thought himſelf injur'd, by this De- 
cree, but the whole Nation; he therefore ap- 
peal'd to the People, they were the proper 
Judges, who felt the Diſtreſs, and Haman ſoon 
after felt their Reſentment. 


op AI did not let his Vengeance ſtop 
here ; after informing the People in what Man- 
ner they had been injur'd; he, like an honeſt 
Man, went to his King to inform him how he 
had been abus'd by a falſe Subject; he appear'd 
there in Sackcloth, as ſorrowing for the Sins of 
the Nation; but as the King was a Monarch 
wholly given up to kis Pleaſures, he could not 
bear to ſee a Man in Sackcloth, for nonc might 
enter into the King's Gate with Sackclath, 
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EsTHE R being inform'd that Mordecai had 
thus arrayed himſelf, was very uneaſy, and ſend- 
ing one of her Chamberlains to enquire the Cau'e 
was inform'd, that the whole Nation of the Fews 
was ſold for a Sum paid down to the King by Ha- 
man. Eſther hereupon advis'd Mordecai to adhere 
to the Sentiments of the Perfians, and bow to 
Abaſuerus with the reſt of his Creatures, but 
Mordecai ſtill kept his Integrity, and even inſiſt- 
ed upon Eſther's being an Inſtrument of ſaving 
his People, ſhe in Return told him, that the 
King had neglected her, for that he had not 
been call*d to come unto the King theſe Thirty 


Days. 


Monxp EAI was made acquainted with this, 
and continuing the Reſolution he had firſt put on, 
replied in the Words of my Text, Anſwer unto 
Eſther, Think not with thyſelf thou art ſafe in the 
King's Houſe more than all the Fews. Not all thy 
Sten ſhall protect thee, not even royal Au- 
thority can guard thee againſt a juſtly incensꝰd 
and vengeful Nation; no Titles thou can ſt boaſt 
that may have deen conferr*d upon thee, as being 
elected Queen in the Room of Another, it is not 
this that can keep off the Anger of a Multitude 
incenſed by a long Series of ill Uſage, and now 
going to expire by the Decree of an ¶Ladviſed and 
17 injudicious King. It is not his Love that can ſave 
thee from the general Deluge that muſt overwhelm 
the whole People of the Fews, and don't you 
think becauſe you are placed in the King*s Houſe 
that You will be excuſed z no, you too mult fall 
who have partaken of the Royal Favonr, not e- 
ven that can ſcreen you; ſhall a Palace protect 
=u more than a Cottage? When RT reigns 
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tis the ſame in every Place; and when a Decree 
is iſſued right or wrong all muſt ſuffer indiſcrimi- 
nately 3 Mordecai therefore Attacks Eſther upon 
this Point, that however ſhe may pride herſelf ſhe 
is equally in Danger with the reſt of his Subjects. 


H x enforces this with a Reaſon, for (faith 
he) if thou altogether. holdeſt thy Peace, if thou art 
filent, you who ought to ſpeak, then ſhall there 
Enlargement and Deliverance ariſe for the Fews 
from another Place. Mordecai here, after having 
expoſtulated the Matter with Eſther, tells her, 
that he doth not depend upon her alone for Safe- 
ty, but, ſays he, if you will not eſpouſe the 
Cauſe of your People, their Enlargement and 
Deliverance ſhall ariſe from another Place, but 
then think not that thou ſhalt eſcape; for it is 
in thy Power to remedy the Evils the whole Na- 
tion groans under, and if thou doſt not do it, 
thou and thy Father's Family ſhalt periſh, 


Ha M Ax thinking that he had now got in full 
Poſſeſſion of all his Wiſhes, was not content with 
obtaining the Decree for the Extirpation of the 
Jews, carried his Inſolence to an higher Pitch, 
like all Princes Favourites he thought that he 
was ſo certain of Deſtroying his Adverſary, Mor- 
decai, that in the Height of his Merriment he 
cauſed a Gallows to be erected for Mordecai in his 
own Court Yard, thinking to triumph over one 
who had given him ſo flagrant an Inſtance of his 
Diſreſpect, but how ſoon did it retort upon Him- 
ſelf? For the King looking over the Records of 
his Kingdom found, that Mordecai, the Man, 
who had ſaved his Life was taken no Notice of, 
and upon that, (as Majeſty will not be always 
þliaded) order*d him to attend, but firſt conſult- 
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ed his Privy Counſellor, and aſked what ſhould 
be done to the Man that the King delighted to 
Honour? Haman imagining, that it was Himſelf 
conferr'd the greateſt Honours in the Kingdom on 
him; But alas! how foon did he repent it? His 
Wickedneſs was now grown to a full Pitch, Mor- 
decai was advanc'd, and the Oppreſſion where- 
with he oppreſs'd others now fell upon himſelf, 
and upon Haman's being juſtly condemn*d, the 
King finding him in an indecent Poſture, ſaid, 
bat will be alſo force the Queen before my Face? 
And being inform'd, that the Gallows of Fifty 
Cubits high, which Haman had made for Morde- 
cai was ſtanding in his Houſe, the King order*d 
Haman himſelf to be hang*d' thereon ; the juſt 
and deſerved End of all who would oppreſs their 
Country, and deceive their King. | 


ISHALL draw a ſhort Inference from the 
Whole and conclude ; which is, That the Sub- 
ject who abuſes the Power intruſted in his Hands 
by the Regal Authority, if he is culpable is dou- 
bly ſo, inaſmuch as his Maſter and the whole 
Kingdom fuffers by his Miſmanagement, and that 
Vengeance is due to him alone, who only can be 
ſuppoſed to eccaſion the Misfortunes that muſt 
Attend us, 


Ox farther, to ſum up my Diſcourſe, I muſt 
obſerve as in the Perſons of Mordecai and Ha- 
man, that Aordecai whatever Diſreſpect he might 
bear to Haman, yet could never be ſuſpected of 
having any Contempt for the Royal Authority, 
for he had actually been the efficacious Means of 

ſaving the King's Life. 
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The Caſe of Eſther too may hold good with all 
of you, ye are brought into the Kingdom for 
great Matters, ye who this Day are Elc&ed unto 
Magiſtracy, there is a Dnty incumbent on ye, be 
not influenced then, the Times of Calamity are 
coming on, and who knows but ye who are this 
Day choſen may like Z#ber be brought in on pur- 
poſe for this Time of Calamity ; you therefore 
would be inpardonable did you not improve it, 
That it is a Time of Calamity, you will take the 
Teſtimony of the Mordecai of our Age, that 
We have no Money, no Allies, no Friends without, 
a Strength within. | 


To conclude then, I would obſerve to you, 
that the Nation in general ſuffers, and takes its 
Era from the Perſecution of the People of God, 
and further, that when the great Ones of the 
Kingdom retire from the neceflary Service there- 
of, every Subject may indiſputably maintain his 
juſt Rights and Privilege, and if not born to an 
Eftate, he is born to Freedom, 
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